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Digital Audio Files 

 

At their March 2007 meeting, the Judicial Conference adopted a recommendation of the 

Committee on Court Administration and Case Management for a pilot project to allow digital 

audio recordings to be accessible through the CM/ECF application and through PACER.  As a 

result of successful operation in the pilot courts, this capability is now being made available to 

all Bankruptcy courts.   

 

In Release 3.4, courts are able to associate audio files (in MP3 format) with particular docket 

entries; the file is first embedded in a PDF document for security purposes. If an audio file is 

attached to an entry, the Docket Report will display a speaker icon beside the entry description:  

 

 

 Motion hearing held 05/14/2010 (Smith, Sandra) 
 

 

To listen to an audio file, the user first clicks the document number to display the PDF:  

 

 
 

The user then clicks the “attachment” icon (paper clip) to play the audio with whatever facility is 

available on his PC (such as Windows Media Player). A PACER user is charged $2.40 for each 

access to a PDF document with an embedded audio file.  

 

Note: in some instances, the court may separate a large audio file into multiple parts to reduce 

download time. Each audio file is then attached to a PDF document; PACER users are charged 

$2.40 for each document accessed. You must open each PDF document individually to play the 

audio file; if the documents are opened as a single file (using the “View All” option), the audio 

files will not play, but you will still be charged $2.40 for the access. 

 


